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Working to empower communities by assisting them to make informed
decisions for their future development
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PCDF nabs ‘Friendliest booth’
at Hibiscus Festival EEassm

The PCDF booth was a hive

of activity at this year’s Hi- " & PCDF
biscus festival. Members of partners in Community Development Fif
our communities joined our W, pect org P R WARebnok.com) pedfi
staff to tell people about A
PCDF and the difference
our projects have made
to their lives. This display "
of teamwork was central
to the festival organisers
naming us the ‘Friendliest _'§
booth’ at the closing of the
event on August 27.

‘The event was a great way to raise awareness and spread the PCDF
message’ reflected Matilita Kedrayate, NRM Programme Coordinator.
‘People could see and speak to our communities, ask questions, get
more insight, see the impact of our work first hand’.

A section of the booth was set up to display our awareness material,
which we handed out to students and teachers. Others came by to
sign up to our newsletter mailing list and chat with our team while
enjoying a glass of fresh lemon juice sold by our Vunimaqgo Social
Club. Those more bold allowed our budding artist Alex to paint their
faces for free.

Colourful mats lined the walls of the booth while beautiful handcraft-
ed jewellery and baskets hung from props made by our handyman,
Moala. Virgin Coconut Oil and honey also proved popular buy and a
limited number of these are still available through PCDF. Contact our

office or send an email to admin@pcdf.org.fj for more information!

RA KAKA

Kaka is Kadavu for parrot. Kadavu Province is the home of the
beautiful shining parrot, ‘prosopeia splendens’, an endemic

species. The Kaka is a messenger not only on land but also on
sea - it serves as a communicator for God’s living creatures.
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Bright Smiles, Bright

Futures (BSBF)

Eighty four percent of Fiji's
children under the age of
six have dental caries every
year.

These statistics are taken from
the latest National Oral Health
survey, which was conducted in
2004 by the Ministry of Health.

PCDF has recently teamed up
with the BSBS campaign, to
help educate families and their
children in isolated areas on
the need to regularly brush
their teeth.

The BSBF global oral hygiene
programme is acknowledged
by the World Health Organisa-
tion and has been promoted in
Fiji since 1996.

A video has been produced
to showcase the work of
our Mainstreaming of Rural
Development Innovations
(MORDI) programme.

For the past five years, the pro-
gramme has been working with
communities in three detached
provinces in Fiji: Bua, Caka-
udrove and Namosi, to develop
their potential. As MORDI is be-
ginning to phase out at the end
of this year, the time was right
to provide others with an insight
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Left: Lone Vestergard; Right: Project site of the NRM programme, Lones new work place

Danish anthropologist Lone Vestergaard has started a three-
month attachment with our Natural Resource Management
team. Lone is currently working on her Master thesis in An-
thropology at the university of Copenhagen.

Lone is particularly interested in our community based approaches to
climate changes and brings in a global perspectives on this matter.

Both her academic and practical experiences will provide a great con-
tribution to our work! Welcome to the team, Lone!

Building Capacities:
MORDI video to go live

Empo wer/ng E///s

| rural communities 1§ |

into the hard work that has been |,

conducted by the community
members themselves, as well as
our dedicated staff.

Focusing on recent visits to com-
munities in Vanua Levu, the 20
minute long production showcas-
es these successes and features
interviews with individuals who
have benefitted from the support.

Image till from the video that showcases MORDI s success in developing rural communities

Communications Officer Alexan-
dra Schiffmann says, “We wanted
to give a real insight into the hard
work that MORDI has been doing
for five years and we also want-
ed to let the villagers speak for
themselves, as this reflects the
MORDI development approach”.

The video will be available
on our YouTube channel next
week - www.youtube.com/
SFG¢ML DQG ZLOO E
posted on our Facebook Page
ZZ2Z IDFHERRN FRP SFG;
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Community part-
ners show PCDF
impact at Hibiscus

This vyear’'s Hibiscus festi-
val focused on the succesful
partnerships with our com-
munities.

Extensive preparation involved
Feke and Talica travelling to
Kubulau and Wailevu, while Iliso-
ni, Matilita and Tiri visited Serua,
Moturiki and Batiki to collect their
wares to be sold at the festival.
The effort of involving our com-
munities was more than worth it,
as it gave a real flavour of our
work and its impacts.

Youth from Nayawa in Sigatoka,
for example, had participated in
Bee Keeping training as part of
our Youth and Mental Health pro-
gramme in 2009. They have now
developed a successful honey
business and were selling their
delicious produce from the booth.

At the end of the week Matilita,
head of the staff organising com-
mittee, said that although ex-
hausting, it had been a fulfilling
experience because members of
the public got to see and experi-
ence the fruits of our work.

“The aim was to show Fiji our
impact — what has resulted from
our trainings and workshops over
the vyears; how communities

Above: children are happy with their face paint. Below: Colourful mats for sale

have been empowered to apply
their knowledge and skills to bet-
ter their daily living. We wanted
to show how our rural communi-
ties have taken the initiative to
become more self-reliant and
sustainable”.

There were also a number of live
demonstrations, including cor-
al planting sessions conducted
by Ilisoni (from our Natural Re-
source Management programme)
and pottery making by women
from Serua and Nayawa.

Our facebook page was alive with
people responding to our Hibis-
cus updates, and requests to
buy our newly printed Climate
Change awareness t-shirt came
from as far away as Scotland!

Will the committee have a booth
in next year’s Hibiscus festival?

Library books for rural schools

Canada Fund and Ministry of Education support communities

CANADA FUND has provided
library books for 10 primary
schools and the Ministry of
Education Curriculum Unit
will donate more primary
level textbooks for schools
in isolated rural areas of Fiji.

The schools, from communi-
ties involved in the MORDI pro-
gramme, are contributing to the

transportation costs to ensure
safe delivery of these highly val-
ued resources.

PCDF would like to acknowledge
Canada Funds contribution and
hopes this initiative will strength-
en rural communities by instilling
a passion for reading and learn-
ing in their youth.
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Matilita responded positively:
“Next year’s exhibition might just
be even more exciting and may
have another twist to it. The in-
volvement of communities helps
them form more partnerships
and use these to advance their
business ventures and develop-
ment. We can never put enough
emphasis on our name ‘Partners’
as this is the key to our approach
to bring about holistic develop-
ment in Fiji"”.
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Training and meeting
venue for hire!

Located only footsteps from
town, on Denison Road, the
Vunimaqo Deck is the ideal

training and meeting venue.

The deck can accommodate up
to 50 delegates and equip-
ment for meetings and catering
are available upon request.

For more information please
contact our 2IFH 0DQD
on Tel.: 330 0392, or send an
email to: admin@pcdf.org.fj

Upcomin Projects

Next month, our Natural Re-
source Management team will be
working with the Department of
Forestry to establish two tree
nurseries for Moturiki and Se-
rua. PCDF is also meeting with
retail outlets to secure markets
for Virgin Coconut Oil from Ba-
tiki and honey from Nayawa.

Published by PCDF
8 Denison Road,
P.O.Box 14447
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Dilkusha Methodist students at their preview performance

Dilkusha Methodist High School
sweeps awards at Tadra Kahani

Dilkusha Methodist High
School was the celebrated
winner at this year’'s Tadra
Kahani, taking home the
awards for ‘Best Overall Per-
formance’, ‘Best Music Mix’
and ‘Best costume’.

PCDF was the proud sponsor of
the performance, which was led
by the theme “Death by exploi-
tation. The choice is yours”, in-
spired by the effects of deforest-
ation.

The 75 student performers wowed
hundreds of participants and au-
dience members from around Fiji
at the Vodafone arena with a vi-
brant performance depicting the
beauty and strength of nature
and highlighting what happens to
the environment when mankind
is consumed by greed.

PCDF’s Natural Resource Man-
agement (NRM) Programme Co-
ordinator, Matilita Kedrayate,
said the school has a longstand-
ing relationship with PCDF and
shows a keen interest in environ-
mental issues.

ZZZ IDFHERRN FRP SFfeAdddr in charge, Kavita Sharan

To join our mailing list, please
email media@pcdf.org.fj

For general enquiries please
email admin@pcdf.org.fj

said “It's really great to see the
student’s excitement at being
creative with something they
learn about in class. Their pas-
sion for the subject really shone

through”. Sharan added that one
of the spin-off activities from the
show would be a tree planting
initiative by the students.

Fifth former Salaseini Bukani,
said the performance broadened
her understanding of the envi-
ronmental situation and the need
to protect it.

*I feel angry when I think of all
the destruction that is happen-
ing. I expressed this when I per-
formed my part as Mother Earth",
said Bukani.

Katalina Fotofili of the Oceania
Centre for Arts, Culture and Pa-
cific Studies helped the students
choreograph their dance pieces.
She highlighted the potential for
creative art as an educational
tool.

“Every time we practiced togeth-
er I saw growth. The students’
passion was the key ingredient
and they brought great ideas
to the performance that I never
would have thought of myself,”
said Fotofili.

This is the second time that a
school supported by PCDF has
won Tadra Kahani. In 2008 we
supported that year’s winning
performance by Rishikul Sanatan
college.

e OPCDF



